
 
The National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) is an annual nationwide survey involving interviews with 
approximately 70,000 randomly-selected individuals aged 12 and older.  
 



This study provides national and state-level data on the use of tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs (including non-
medical use of prescription drugs) and mental health in the United States.  NSDUH is sponsored by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and RTI has held the project contract 
since 1988.   
 
NSDUH data is used by many government agencies, private organizations and the public at large.  State health 
agencies use NSDUH data to estimate the need for treatment facilities, while other government agencies such 
as the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy use the information to support prevention programs 
and monitor drug control strategies.  
 
A scientific random sample of households is selected across the United States, and a professional RTI field 
interviewer (FI) makes a personal visit to each selected household. This practice is to ensure the NSDUH data 
represent the many different types of people in the United States. 
 
All selected persons are encouraged to participate, whether or not they use or know anything about tobacco 
products, alcohol, or illicit drugs. This is because, in order to understand the percentage of people who do use 
these substances, we also must know how many people do not. NSDUH also asks important questions in the 
survey about a number of health-related topics which are relevant to all participants. 
 
The NSDUH FI position is a part time position, requiring about 15-25 hours per week (not including travel time) 
going to homes in your area to conduct research interviews. The amount of work available will vary each 
quarter, depending on the location and number of segments, as well as other regional differences. In general, 
work will fall more heavily towards the beginning of each quarter. However, candidates with the most 
availability in their segments are more likely to receive additional work as it is available throughout the entire 
quarter. Most FIs work primarily evenings and weekends in 4 – 5 hour shifts. For example, typical shifts fall 
between 3:30pm – 8:30pm weekdays, throughout the day/evening on Saturdays, and in the 
afternoon/evening on Sundays. 
 
We are currently hiring Field Interviewers for positions starting in January 2016, immediately following a 
January training session.  
 
As a Field Interviewer, you will be travelling to assigned addresses, contact residents about their possible 
selection, explain the study and answer questions to secure their participation.  (Prior to your visit, each 
selected household receives a letter announcing that you will be contacting them.) At each selected address, 
you would screen a member of the household for eligibility by entering roster information into a handheld 
tablet provided by RTI.  If someone in the household is selected to complete an interview, you would then gain 
the consent of that person before proceeding with the interview. The interview will be approximately an hour 
long and will take place in the respondents’ home using a laptop computer provided by RTI.   Some items will 
be read aloud by the FI, and others will be read silently and answered by the respondent.  Any questions read 
privately require the respondent to enter their answers into the laptop.   
 
At the end of the completed interview, each respondent will receive a $30 cash incentive for their 
participation. 
 
Please, contact us by phone or email in regards to the position. 
Dionte Gilchrist 

Senior Recruiter 

Headway Workforce Solutions 

   

 

[P] 919-424-1056   (Direct Dial) 

[P] 919-376-4929   (Main Office) 

[F] 919-882-8061 
[E] dgilchrist@headwaycorp.com 

[I] www.headwaycorp.com  
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